
Yardley Village News

June 2005

Message from the President

Following last month’s election the new but unchanged Council agreed to restore the position of Vice President but otherwise continue with our current lineup.  It was agreed that having a VP was beneficial for Council meetings and for issues requiring an urgent response during my allegedly frequent absences.  Jim Swalm agreed to occupy both Treasurer and VP slots.

At our General Meeting in April there was a question regarding content of the Capital Reserves recommendation from Becht Engineering.  The Becht letter and Reserves “Task Force” Report is attached to this newsletter for your information.  The report listed twelve items which are considered “Capital Items” that are the responsibility of the Homeowners Association and for which a reserve fund must be established in anticipation of needed future repair or replacement.  Other items requiring mainte-nance or repair are covered within the operating budget and include wall stucco, painting, land-scape maintenance, etc.  The Transition Committee concluded that Becht’s recommenda-tions “seems reasonable” at this “still fairly new” stage in Yardley Village’s life.  The Reserves “Task Force” did not attempt to independently verify the estimates of typical life or replacement costs.  The Task Force recommendation was that for 2005, the Village budget 75% of the Becht Reserve recommendation and that a review of anticipated replacement costs and schedules be conducted every three years with adjustments in the annual budgets, as appropriate.  Accordingly, for future budgets, the Finance Committee will consider the component lives experienced by other villages and may adjust capital contributions accordingly.  

The status of reserve funding can be very significant to the resale value of our homes. Knowledgeable buyers, their lawyers, or mortgage lenders will certainly pay attention to the Association Audit included in the 5407 Resale package.

The next Council meeting is scheduled for Thursday June 23rd.





Dave Woodley, President
(With help from Larry Cohen)

Architecture Committee 

I am sorry I could not make the May 14th workday with all of you who turned out on behalf of our Village, contributing your time and efforts to improving the aesthetics of the Village.  Thanks for your help.

I would like to thank Dave Marra and Frank Risica for the good job of staining the posts of the house number signs and the corner protectors and roadway posts.
The fifth mailbox is being worked on and should be in place at the East end of the village by mid-June.

Anthony Bruno, Chairperson
Note:
This newsletter is being hand delivered because of the importance of the Becht Report.  Please  pick up every month when the flag is raised at the Village mailboxes.
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Landscape Committee

Our thanks to all who participated in the Spring Work Day.  We got a lot done and had a chance to meet and work with a number of our neighbors.  A good time was had by all. 

We had a Village Walk-Thru with Hersheys’ Mill Landscaping this past month.  We gave them permission to continue adding to the overall landscape look of the village with such things as continuing to improve beds, adding vegetation and decorative boulders to certain areas, repairing split rail fences, and the like. 

We have also tried to put KHov and HM Landscaping together so as to have HM Landscaping do a lot of the small work we are expecting KHov to do.  Hopefully this will work out and we will have our landscaper doing our warranty work, rather than a KHov sub.

The East entrance (construction trailer area) will be planted as soon as KHov repairs the storm drain on the corner.  It should look real good, with trees, shrubs, boulders, and perennials.  The perennials were donated by the Social Committee. This work would have been done earlier, but KHov needed to make repairs.

Thanks to all who have watered the newly sodded and seeded areas.  A small inconvenience at the start will assure a great long term look and we appreciate their effort.

We will not be adding any more trees or shrubs this Spring.  We want to see how the village looks when everything is growing. If you have any suggestions as to what areas need additional plantings, please give one of the Landscape Committee members your ideas.  No promises that we will be able to honor your ideas, but it will give us areas to explore for the future.
Yardley Village Work Day

The Village Work Day took place on May 14th. Twenty-two brave and hearty souls appeared, ready and mostly able to toil in the fields at 8:30 a.m.   After four grueling hours, the volunteers 

were all released from their morning bondage and allowed to luxuriate in a chair and partake of some food and drink (non-alcoholic unfortunately).

A great deal of work was accomplished during the four hours and at a great price.  The total cost to the village for plants, material, food and water amounted to less than $2.00 per hour, per person.  This includes all benefits and pension contributions that will vest in 20 years or so.

The work effort included installing four additional birdhouses in the village; converting the underlying rock and clay into a facsimile of soil and planting 35 plants in public areas; spreading mulch over the planted areas; clipping vines and growth along the walking paths; checking for and removing plastic binding from village tree root systems; general clean up around the walking path, and the large and small water retention areas; staining traffic posts and signs in the village.

A well deserved thank you to the following individuals for a job well done.

Jane Alexander
Reiny Ludin

Lorraine Ciasullo
Dave Marra

Annette Coleman
Mary Ellen Marra

Paul Coleman
Martin Praino

Janet Day
Frank Risica

Bill Donohue
Russ Schiela

Jean Katucki
Bob Skemer


Richard Katucki
Ed Sweeney

Gene Kreuzberger
Marian Sweeney

Kathleen Kreuzberger
Ralph Verno

Heli LeBlanc
Dave Woodley

Joe LeBlanc

While Dave and Mary Ellen Marra couldn’t make it on Saturday, they managed a private workday on the prior Friday.  Also, a special thanks to Ed Sweeney for his strong back and Roto-Tiller and to Marian Sweeney for her Waterloo Gardens discount.  And while Roger Fleming was unable to attend, he was represented by his trusty garden cart.

Joe Ciasullo, Landscape Committee
Social Committee

Don't forget the Social Committee Pool Party on Wednesday, June 15th.  Lots of fun is planned.  $9.00 per person.  Contact Janet Day to sign up.

The "greening of Yardley" is very evident this year as our village is looking lovely.  We are most grateful to Landscaping chair, Reiny Ludin and the Landscape Committee for their conscientious and tasteful efforts.  The Yardley Social Committee has decided to use the profit from this year's fund raising activities to add to those efforts to continue to beautify the village.  We will consult with Reiny and Tony Bruno, Architecture Chair.  If they and their committees approve our suggestions, they will submit them to Council for final approval. This procedure was discussed at last week's council meeting and approved.

Joane McNamara, 

Social Committee co-chair
Yardley Activity Corner

Yardley Village ROMEO Club

The ROMEO club will be meeting June 7 at Nudi's West Side Cafe in the Frazer Shopping Center.

Gordon Davis and Jim Swalm
Yardley Village Women’s Lunch Bunch

The next Yardley Women’s luncheon is scheduled for June 2 at L’Angolo di Tivoli.  Flyers have gone out.  Call Terry Ficoturo or Leslie Kirsch for details.

Lee Gamma

Neighborhood News

A Note from Irma Rubin

Our neighbors Hank and Irma Rubin go to Florida every year for six months.  A few months ago Irma fell in a grocery store and broke her kneecap and has gone through a long rehabilitation program.  That has delayed their usual early May return until late May.  Many neighbors have written to Irma and she has asked that we put her response in the newsletter.

“To all of our neighbors and friends in Yardley Village:  Thank you so very much for your phone calls and cards.  Your good wishes for my speedy recovery have really cheered me.  Hank and I look forward to our return to Yardley Village where I can continue my rehabilitation.



                       Fondly, Irma Rubin”

Obituaries

Frank Christianson of 1617 Yardley died April 30.  Frank was born in 1926 in Queens, NY, and lived most of his live in Pennsylvania.  He was a 1949 graduate of Villanova and worked for 40 years at Combustion Engineering.  He and his wife Madeline lived in Paoli for 40 years before moving to Yardley Village in October 2002.

Hank Cassel of 1719 Yardley died May 20 after a 22 month battle with pancreatic cancer.  He was a lifelong Pennsylvanian and moved to Yardley Village from Berwyn.  He was a retired insurance salesman.  He and his wife Alma were both widowed when they met in 1966 and married two years later.  He taught Alma to play golf and after getting his cancer diagnosis made it a priority to get Alma settled here in Hershey’s Mill where she would be able to find golf partners and friends to socialize with after he was gone.

Entertainment in the Park

Did you read the flyer in the HMTV Guide about the Entertainment in the Park series?  There will be four free concerts sponsored by Channel 20 and many of the companies who advertise in our local TV Guide.  

The May concert was attended by approximately 200 people. The concert was held at 7 pm but the weather didn’t cooperate.  It was in the high 60s when the concert started and high 50s by the time it was over.  Next year we will skip a May concert.  The June 27 concert features our own Springton resident Bob Fanelli and his Orchestra and there will be dancing under the stars.   We’re planning on 400 people for that event.

Check the HMTV Guide for dates and times of the future performances.  

Lee Gamma
Miscellaneous Information

Wanted!!

Channel 20 needs volunteers for a three hour shift as receptionist or trainees interested in sales, videography, or editing.

Toys for Dads Featured at Fatherfest
On Father’s Day, June 19th, from 12 to 4:00 PM, the American Helicopter Museum will host its Fourth Annual Fatherfest.  This Father’s Day family outing features a display of classic and antique cars, aircraft and motorcycles.  Many of these have never before been exhibited publicly.  Also on exhibit will be new cars and motorcycles as well as the museum’s vintage helicopters.  Visitors can also take a ride in a helicopter.

Still don’t know what to give Dad for Father’s Day?  Treat him to a helicopter ride and a chance to see the car, motorcycle, or plane he has always dreamt about.  Located near the Brandywine Airport, hours for the American Helicopter Museum’s Fatherfest are 12 to 4:00 p.m.  Admission is $5.00 per person. Children under 3 are free. Helicopter rides are $35.00 per person.

For information contact Kathy Bratton at 610-436-9600.
Recognizing A Stroke 

Sometimes symptoms of a stroke are difficult to identify.  Unfortunately, the lack of awareness spells disaster. The stroke victim may suffer brain damage when people nearby fail to recognize the symptoms of a stroke.  Now doctors say a bystander can recognize a stroke by asking three simple questions: 

1 -  Ask the individual to SMILE.  

2 -  Ask him or her to RAISE BOTH ARMS. 

3 -  Ask the person to SPEAK A SIMPLE 

      SENTENCE. 

If he or she has trouble with any of these tasks, call 9-1-1 immediately and describe the symptoms to the dispatcher.
Passed On Info About Clothes Dryers

Editor’s Note:  I received this email and tried it out with my lint filter.  It worked as noted in the article.

“The heating unit went out of my dryer!  The repairman went to the dryer and pulled out the lint filter.  It was clean.  We always clean the lint from the filter after every load of clothes.  He told us that he wanted to show us something.

He took the filter over to the sink and ran hot water over it.  Now, this thing is like mesh.   WELL...the hot water just laid on top of the mesh! It didn't go through it at all!

He told us that dryer sheets cause a film over that mesh and that's what burns out the heating unit.  You can't SEE the film, but it's there. He said the best way to keep your dryer working for a very long time (and to keep your electric bill lower) is to take that filter out and wash it with hot soapy water and an old toothbrush  (or other brush) at least every six months.  He said that makes the life of the dryer at least twice as long!  I certainly didn't know dryer sheets would do that. 

I went to the dryer and tested my screen by running water on it.  The water collected a little but ran though the screen.  I dried it off and was ready to put it back in the dryer since the water ran through it but decided it wouldn’t hurt to wash it while I had it out.

Warm soap water and a nylon brush and I had it done in 30 seconds, then ran the water over the screen and what a difference the water just gushed through it with no puddling at all and  this time I was  running the water at a faster rate.  That repairman knew what he was talking about.”

PASS IT ON.  NOT ONLY COULD  IT SAVE SOMEONE'S HOME, BUT IT COULD SAVE SOMEONE'S LIFE.
Letters to the Editor 

Please submit any questions, comments, or items of interest to Lee Gamma at 1692 Yardley or by email to lgamma1937@aol.com.

Yardley Village Web Site
Submit your data and suggestions in an email to webmaster@yardleyvillage.com.
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