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Message from the President

Val and I want to say how much we enjoyed meeting so many neighbors in Bermuda and on the Norwegian Crown; many thanks to Joane and the team for putting it together.  With about ten percent of Yardley on board it was tough to go anywhere on either the ship or the island and not meet someone from here.  It would have been difficult to get away with anything sneaky!  

Council has decided to retain the same officer positions for this year.  I still get to write this column each month, while Jim Swalm counts the money and takes care of vice and Dick Katucki records all our coming and goings.  Joane McNamara and Joe LeBlanc are at large to keep us in order wherever we go.  We have all agreed on the need to make our monthly Council meetings more orderly and efficient which will mean restricting comments from the floor to specific times and cutting off extended discussions.  Hopefully we can be consistent and not appear mean spirited.

After much discussion and a minor course change Council decided to proceed with replacing garage lights on a community wide basis using HOA funds.  The chosen light should retain its attractive appearance much longer than any bright brass unit.  The light is compatible with regular size bulbs and can be used with a screw in dusk/dawn sensor.  We have a very reasonable quote for professional installation such that the price for the installed fixture is about $60.  We also agreed that porch and deck lights could be at resident’s discretion though I think a lot of us will choose the same light for one or both of these locations as well.  The members of our Architecture committee diligently considered the many options and came up with very good recommendations for Council while being fully aware that they could never make everyone happy.  We will be mailing a letter to each residence so there should be no surprises.

Similarly we have given the go ahead to purchase new reflective numbers for the mailbox posts.  To emphasize the need for this we have just had another incident where emergency vehicles had trouble locating a Yardley address.  Numbers will be delivered to each home with a letter containing installation instructions and a telephone number to call for assistance if you are unable or unwilling to install them.  It is important that plantings not be allowed to obscure the numbers.  As with everything there were wide ranging opinions on what is the best (only) solution.

I have had a few calls recently where residents wanted recommendations for contractors including a plumber, an electrician and an odd job person.  I was not a lot of help but I was reminded of a prior attempt to implement a suggestion from Pat Moyer and start a registry of contractors recommended by Yardley residents.  The idea must have been ahead of its time as it was greeted with a resounding silence.  Perhaps it is time to try again, how about sending me the information (who/ what/ contact info/ comments) on your favorite services person/company (painter/ plumber/ electrician/ appliance repair/ entertainment equipment or computer repair/ etc).

Sometimes we are accused of unnecessarily harping on speed and stop signs and being careful about pedestrians.  Today (June 1st) there was a very serious traffic accident on Chandler in the vicinity of Yardley where a landscape worker was hit by a car and was flown to a trauma center for treatment.  Without knowing who was involved or the actual circumstances I can only say that it emphasizes the vulnerability of pedestrians to motor vehicles.  This makes me even more incredulous about the number of street walkers who insist on walking in the road when there is a perfectly serviceable sidewalk right beside them or on the other side of the road.       
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The Yardley leak affair: two neighboring homes in Yardley have been the victims of related electrical service and water pipe leak problems.  These problems are the manifestation of construction issues with the electrical service to the home and are being resolved between the HOA and K Hovnanian.  The homeowners were proactive and took a keen interest in getting the problem solved while also communicating what was going on with CSK and me.  They probably worked harder than many of us planned on.  My point here is that CSK are the people to call as they are responsible for organizing repairs on the outside of our homes and they have contractors they can call upon.  We pay CSK a monthly fee to help you and to provide other services.  Their phone number is on the last page of each newsletter and inside the front of the Hershey’s Mill Resident Directory.  Please remember that CSK’s emergency answering service is for real emergencies rather than inconveniencies.         

The next Council Meeting has been scheduled for Wednesday June 28th, 9:00am in Winfield Hall. 

Architecture Committee 

When restaining your deck be sure to use the correct stain color.  It is a Wolman product called rain coat with cedar toner available at the Duron paint store at the Eagleville Shopping Center. This is off route 113 in Downingtown.  The other location to purchase the stain is at the True Value Hardware Store in the Clemens Shopping Center in Frazer.

Garage doors should be lubricated at least once a year if not more often.  Since most of us enter our homes through the garage, the doors get a great deal of usage. I recommend using WD40 or silicone on hinges and rollers.  Don't ignore this warning. It can be damaging. 

The dark colored cement trim around the rear windows of our homes is starting to get some settlement cracks where the cement meets the window or attaches to the stucco. I am asking that everyone check this area.  Small cracks can be filled in with silicone cement caulk dark grey in color. If this is not taken care of water can undermine the cement and seep into the interior of your home.  At this time this is a minor problem. However if this is not corrected this could become a major problem.

Homeowners must pay attention to checking trash doors for proper closing and ensuring the retention spring at the top of door is secured.  Without the help of this spring on a windy day this door can be blown off. Between home owner use and trash removal three times a week these doors get a lot of use and abuse which requires a great deal of maintenance. Please check doors after the trash is collected to ensure the door is secured and if neighbors are away please check their doors. This would greatly reduce damage to our doors.  

Another attempt was made to force open the inside garage door through the garbage door. Residents are cautioned to keep the doors securely locked.
Anthony Bruno, Chairperson 
Landscape Committee

Yardley Village Landscape Work Day

The turnout for this year’s workday held on Saturday, May 6, was the largest yet.  A total of 25 able-bodied men and women pitched in to slay the dragon of unsightliness from overtaking our village.  

In fact, the participants were so able bodied, that the planned work effort was accomplished well before the food arrived.  This resulted in a dicey period during which the pounding of plastic knives and spoons on tables could be heard for miles. Luckily Lorraine Ciasullo was able to respond quickly enough to avoid any major problems and all the participants were fed and returned peacefully to their abodes.

This year’s work effort included planting approximately 30 plants in public areas, clipping and removing vines from numerous trees in the wooded area, clipping and removing overgrown bushes along the walking paths and the removal of significant overgrowth under a very old and now very attractive juniper tree in the area behind 1619. Unfortunately, it also included the removal of numerous ticks from various participants’ bodies. 

After lunch, four of us including Reiny Ludin, Dave Mara, Ed Sweeney and myself, traveled to Rita’s Water Ice in Paoli, owned and operated by the Procopio’s.  In addition to sampling the tasty wares, we salvaged a set of four concrete park bench side supports that will hopefully reappear in the village at some time as fully functional park benches. 

A hearty “Thank You” is owed to the following individuals who helped make the day a success.
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A word of mention should also be made of Georgie Brophy who delivered a dish of homemade disappearing brownies to the tired and hungry.   Hopefully, these will reappear each year in the future.

Incidentally, Roger Fleming’s garden cart was there again for the fourth year in a row and this year it was once again accompanied by Roger. 

Joe Ciasullo, Landscape Committee

Social Committee
The SCRC (Social Committee/Romeo Club's) maiden voyage was a success as 28 cruisers sailed off to Bermuda. Everyone professed to having a great time getting to know friends and neighbors better as we gathered on the ship's top deck cocktail lounge at 5 p.m. every evening. We enjoyed many laughs, good stories and shared what we had all done that day. Obviously with that number of people we couldn't all be together at all times but when 5 p.m. rolled around we all eagerly made our way to the "Top of the Crown" to spend an hour or two before dinner enjoying the company of our fun loving group. 
Some rough seas coming and going in no way dampened our spirits of good cheer.  The free style dining with no assigned seating time worked well for the most part.  We were able to sit in groups in the main dining room for breakfast, lunch and dinner and there were no long lines waiting to be seated.  There were six dining rooms and other than the main dining room, reservations were needed.  

As with everything we do the first time we learned things to do differently for the next trip.  The main one being - make reservations either before or immediately upon boarding for dinner in the smaller restaurants and shore excursions. Shore excursions filled up quickly and desired dining times in the special restaurants were sometimes not available. We had a tropical storm the morning that we were to leave for King's Wharf. We were actually delighted since we had another day and a half in Hamilton and there is not that much to do in King's Wharf. So we considered that a plus. The rain cleared quickly, as tropical storms always do and the sun was shining brightly in the afternoon.  Some of us rented shuttles and took a three-hour tour of the entire island which is only 21 sq. miles long. How very beautiful that island is with more golf courses per sq. mile than anyplace in the world.. Some of us had dinner in Hamilton restaurants which were quite enjoyable. 

As with all cruises there was something to do every hour of the day and naturally plenty of lounge chairs for lolling and reading. The shows at night were good and would you believe that our very own Lee Gamma won the Bingo Raffle of a 7-Day cruise for two to the Carribean to be taken within the next year. Al said that he is planning to be especially nice to her. Rumor has it that there were a few of our group who had some luck in the Casino. Now that we have cruised together once and had a great time we have decided to take a cruise every other year and are already looking into our next destination.

The Pool Party scheduled for Flag Day, June 14th, is receiving a good response and we thank all those people who have offered to bring an hors d'ouevre.  I am disappointed that I will miss it since I will be visiting my family in CA at that time.  I wish you a very happy time and I feel quite confident that the Pool Party will be yet another successful Social Committee event.

Joane McNamara, 

Social Committee co-chair
Yardley Activity Corner

Yardley Village ROMEO Club

The ROMEO club will be meeting the first Monday in June (5th) at Nudi's West Side Cafe in the Frazer Shopping Center.

Gordon Davis and Jim Swalm
Yardley Village Women’s Lunch Bunch

No lunch is scheduled.  We will probably take a hiatus until fall.

Lee Gamma
FATHERFEST 2006 at the Helicopter Museum

Toys for Dad! Family Fun!

On Father’s Day, Sunday June 18th, the American Helicopter Museum and Education Center will host Fatherfest from 12 noon to 4:00 PM. This annual Father’s Day event features displays of antique and classic cars and motorcycles, helicopter rides, vintage airplane rides, and food.  In the past, car displays have included a Stanley Steamer, the first Good Humor ice cream truck, a Pierce Arrow, and classic Jaguars.  In 2005 there were more than 100 cars on display.  Motorcycles have included Harley Davidsons and Indians. 

For more adventure you can go for a flight in a helicopter or antique Piper Cub airplane.  

Admission to this special event is $5 per person. Children two and under are free.  Helicopter rides are $35.00 per person: airplane rides are $25.00 per person. The American Helicopter Museum is located at Brandywine Municipal Airport near West Chester, PA. Please call 610-436-9600 for further information or check the museum web site at 


 HYPERLINK "http://www.helicoptermuseum.org" 

www.helicoptermuseum.org
. 
Neighborhood News
BE A GOOD NEIGHBOR - 

Please DO leave guest parking spaces for guests. They are not to be used for extra parking for residents or for long term parking of cars not being used.

Please DO park in driveways - not in the street.

Please DO report parking issues in writing to CSK.

Please DO remember to close your garage door so that neighbors will not need to view the interior of your garage all day.

Thank you, good neighbors, for being good neighbors.

Recycling Reminder
Why Recycle?

It reduces waste.
It saves landfill space.
It conserves natural resources.
It saves energy.
It provides materials for new products.
It's the law.
Now that we can buy more fresh fruits and vegetables, let's hope we can reduce the amount of boxes and plastic bags from frozen products, etc. that we have to recycle.  Try to purchase products that have minimal packaging.  Remember recycling is good, but it's even better if you don't have anything that needs to be recycled.
Lynn Daniel
Hershey’s Mill Resident Phone List

I still have a few 2006 phone books that belong to people who left for the winter.  Please call if you don’t have your new blue resident phone book.

Yardley Village Phone List

These lists (on pink paper) are published in addition to the Hershey’s Mill Directory (blue book) published in January by Channel 20.  

Please change:

John and Margaret Kane

1712 Yardley Drive

610-696-6604

If you are a new resident or have a change to your entry, please call Lee Gamma at 610-918-8252 or email 
 HYPERLINK "mailto:lgamma1937@aol.com" 

lgamma1937@aol.com
 with updates.

Letters to the Editor 

Please submit any questions, comments, or items of interest to Lee Gamma at 1692 Yardley or by email to lgamma1937@aol.com.

Yardley Village Web Site
Submit your data and suggestions in an email to webmaster@yardleyvillage.com.

Yardley Village Council and Committee Members

Yardley Village Council


CSK Management, Inc.

David Woodley, President


P. O. Box 775


Richard Katucki, Secretary


Devon, PA  19333

James Swalm, Treasurer


Janet Burgess, Manager

Joseph LeBlanc, Member at Large

1-610-687-5686


Joane McNamara, Member at Large

Fax: 1-610-687-5083

K. Hovnanian Companies

1170 Wheeler Way, Suite 200

Langhorne, Pa 19047

Phone: 1-215-478-9400, Fax: 1-267-572-1852

Customer Service/Warranty

1-800-396-0633

Fax: 1-267-572-1852

Paula Miller’s email: PMiller2@KHOV.COM
Architecture Committee

Anthony Bruno, Chair

Jim Alexander

Connie Campbell

David Marra

Pat Moyer

Francis Risica

Hank Rubin

Finance Committee

Jim Swalm, Chair

John Babiec

Joe Ciasullo

Hershey’s Mill Security Committee

Ralph Verno,

    Yardley Representative

Social Committee

Janet Day, Co-Chair

Joane McNamara, Co-Chair

Marleen Babiec

Joyce Cassel

Barbara Clancy

Lynne Fleming

Peggy McReynolds

Janet Risica

Marian Sweeney

Landscape Committee

Reiny Ludin, Chair

Joe Ciasullo, Vice Chair

Lee Gamma, Secretary

Ed Borel

Janet Day

Mary Ellen Marra

Bob Moyer

Francis Risica

Faye Tamlyn

Val Woodley

Newsletter Committee

Lee Gamma, Chair

Georgie Brophy

Julie O’Shaughnessy

Carol Werley

Transition Committee

Jim Alexander, Co-Chair

Hank Rubin, Co-Chair

Rex Cassel

Larry Cohen

Paul Coleman

Lynn Daniel

Jim Swalm

Web Manager

Roger Fleming
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