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September 2009

Message from the President

The calendar tells us that the seasons change in mid-September, but we all know that the unofficial end to summer is Labor Day.  While the fall equinox is still a couple of weeks away, kids go back to school and summer vacations are over.  So this marks the end of the season.  Time to put those whites away, Ladies, until next Memorial Day, unless you’re going to play tennis or get married.

While remedial work continues, it is nearing completion and you’ll be noticing some tell-tale signs.  United Group will be removing their office (trailer) and executive bathroom (Porta-Potty) from Yardley Drive by mid-September and stockpiles of material, construction equipment, etc., etc., is slowly disappearing.  Although this, hopefully, marks the end of the significant wall repairs of one kind or another, there are a number of open issues that remain including grounds and turf repairs and other construction deficiencies.  Council will be addressing these issues with E. Fisher of KHov in the near future and will attempt to get resolution as soon as possible so that repair work can take place.

As you are probably aware, the painting of trash doors and door trim throughout the Village has begun and should be completed within the next two weeks.  Prior to painting, filler is being applied to areas of the door that have dents and a final coat of paint will be applied next.  We have also received a proposal from a contractor to caulk around the sides and top of the garage door frames.  Based on the price quoted, Council expects to accept this proposal and commence with this work as soon as it receives an accurate assessment of the number of garage doors that require such work.  

There has been a growing trend of homeowner calls to Council members regarding any and all problems that occur within the Village.  I would like to point out that Yardley Village has a managing agent, CSK Management, who should be the first contact point for any such problems.  If the problem is an association responsibility, CSK Management is responsible for addressing the problem.  If the problem is not addressed then a letter/email/telephone call to any Council member is appropriate.  I have, however, found the CSK Management staff to be a willing, attentive group and would not expect the latter step to be necessary.  

Joe Ciasullo, Council President
Architecture Committee

Our village is nearing the ten-year mark for window replacement warranty.  We have found some windows in homes (dormers, small window above garage/upper window front of home) to have glass where the integrity of the seal has been compromised causing the glass to discolor.

 

Caradco was the original manufacturer of the windows.  They were taken over by Jeldwen who is honoring the ten-year warranty.
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Here are the instructions for getting your replacement window.  Call 1-800-626-3105, ext. 7537, speak to Josh (direct number 217-893-7537)

Dormer window glass size 28 3/8 wide x 41 3/16  

  high

Small window glass size above garage 20 ¼ 

  wide x 29 ¼ high

Muttons are 5/8 wide

Color of window frame sandstone, presently 

  called desert sand

Glass type obscure

                            

Should you need assistance feel free to contact Tony Bruno or Katie Worhacz.  For homes with defective glass we will be leaving a note in your mailbox making you aware of this defect.
Tony Bruno, Chairman

Landscape Committee
The heat and humidity of August and the rain of the Summer of ‘09 have added to the memories surrounding the continuing renovations of Yardley Village.

If there is remediation work: e.g., dead shrubs, turf, etc. that has not been addressed, homeowners are advised to contact Chris Laning at United Group first to obtain his approval for you to contact Hershey’s Mill landscape for a proposal to have your work completed. Replacing plantings that were damaged as a result of remediation do not need pre-approval from landscape committee.

You have, no doubt, noticed the nests of the Fall Webworm. Spraying of the nests is in progress. Bruce Foreacre, of HML tells us the webworm produces several generations, therefore he utilizes systemic/contact insecticide for contact as well as residual control. The nests themselves, however, are not removed. They should gradually fade away after contact with the insecticide.

Please be attentive to plantings that might have grown over the numbers on your mailbox. Delivery men can work more efficiently, emergency medical personal have a clearer view and it is the law.

 

We are seeing more river stone used around mailboxes and around planting beds where there is an attempt to ease rain run-off rather than just decorative.

It is important that a modification request to landscape committee is needed before doing or having the work done. The river stone must be the larger stones (4-5 inches). Smaller stones along the street edge or anywhere lawn mowing is done have the potential of being caught up in and thrown out of mowers thereby creating dangerous conditions to workers or anyone in the vicinity. HML wants to address both our needs and the safety of workers.

Do take a minute and sign up for the Escript program from Genuardi’s that will return a small percentage of your purchases to the Yardley Enhancement Fund. This is part of Genuardi’s community outreach program that would benefit the Village.

The program runs from October through July. Four to six weeks are required after you submit your registration. Please  sign up for this program at your earliest convenience.   If your form has been misplaced, contact Lynn Trump, Yardley program coordinator, for a replacement.

  
Mary Ellen Marra, Chairperson
Maintenance Committee  

Trash Doors-- Sometimes, our trash men forget to close the trash door completely. If left open, the wind can get to them and tear them from the hinges and even destroy their frame. We have had to replace a couple of them already. One was torn from the frame. The door and frame had to be replaced at a price of $600.00.

Therefore, please check your trash door and make sure it is closed all the way. If you happen to notice a neighbor's door open or ajar, please close it as well.

If the spring closing mechanism on the door isn't working, please contact CSK.

Gordon Davis, Ed Sweeney, Co-Chairmen

Social Committee

A flyer will be distributed this week with all the details of the Silent Auction,  TREASURE TROVE TERRAIN to be held on Sunday, November 1 - 5:00-8:00 P.M. at Winfield Hall. Springton Social Committee has joined Yardley for this event and excitement is mounting as we hear of promised items that will be presented for auction. One of those items is an exquisite inlaid wooden bowl handcrafted by Fred Auger. Fellow woodworkers are familiar with Fred’s work and this bowl is a beauty.

The flyer is coming out early to give residents suggestions of the kinds of wares we are hoping to receive. Other treasures, large or small, that are not listed on the flyer will be most welcome. As the saying goes “One person’s trash is another’s treasure.” Donations can be delivered to Joyce and Rex Cassel at 1681 Yardley Drive October 10th through October 24th. Please call 610-436-0566 for a mutually convenient drop-off time. 

A portion of the proceeds from this event will be donated to Caring Bridge, a personalized website where anyone facing a critical illness, going through cancer treatment or in recovery can keep family and friends informed of their progress. Others can sign the guest book with words of support and encouragement.  We encourage you to join us in supporting this worthy cause while enjoying a fun, interesting evening bidding, savoring light refreshments and, for Eagles fans, watching the game.

Joane McNamara, 

Social Committee Co-Chair
Neighborhood News

Yardley Activity Corner

Note from the Editor

We have always tried to publish the Newsletter by the first of the month but with the Council having their monthly meeting the last Friday of the month we have agreed to extend the time for getting articles written by a few days.  The new publishing date will be the 4th of the month.

This month I am hand-delivering so that all can read the news about the proposed apartment complex and attend if interested.  I left a few copies of last month’s newsletter in Village mailboxes if you missed.

Lee Gamma

Yardley Village ROMEO Club

Since Labor Day falls on the first Monday, the next Romeo’s meeting is September 14th at 9 a.m. at our regular meeting place, Nudi’s.

Gordon Davis and Jim Swalm
Yardley Ladies Lunch Bunch

The September lunch is being held Sept. 2nd. If someone steps forward to plan an October lunch, flyers will be distributed with the information.
Ally Ellis, Luncheons Chair

Obituaries

We lost four neighbors in the first eight months of this year (the following three as well as Sidney Kaplan in May).

Clarence Sohaney, 1688 Yardley

Clarence died August 3 after a long struggle with heart disease.  Clarence was an engineer and WWII veteran who fought in North Africa, Germany, France and Italy. After the Army, he graduated from Purdue University with a mechanical engineering degree.  He then went to work for Mobil Oil Corporation as a project manager, which took him all over the world.  He lived in Iran with his family for seven years and Holland for five years.  He was widowed with four grown children when he met Marge Keammerer in 1981 at a dance.  Marge was widowed with two grown sons and working for the federal government..  She says Clarence was the best thing that ever happened to her.
They moved to Yardley Village seven years ago and had those years to enjoy before Clarence’s health began to fail.  He died August 3rd, three weeks before his 90th birthday.  

Dean Douglas, 1641 Yardley

Dean died on April 2, 2009.  He leaves his wife Ruth, three children, three step-children and several grandchildren and great-grandchildren. A memorial service was held May 8.
Brutus Falcone, 1642 Yardley

James "Brutus" Falcone, Sr., who lived with his son and daughter-in-law, Jim and Maurine, during the growing season passed away on Jan 29, 2009 in Palm Beach Gardens, Fl.  He was born and raised in Wayne, PA, but lived most of his adult life in Strafford, PA and worked as a fabricator at Sun Shipbuilding and Dry Dock Company in Chester, PA.  In addition to this work, he was a reporter and cartoonist for OUR YARD magazine, a union shop steward and a founder and first president of the Sun Ship Softball league. He was most proud of his Italian heritage – fluent in an almost extinct dialect from the mountainous Abruzzo region; his beautiful vegetable and flower gardens (many Yardley walkers have seen him at work); and that his concern for others won him recognition from The Four Chaplains Memorial Foundation.

He leaves his wife Ann, son Jim and daughter-in-law Maurine, and grandsons Jim and Drew

.
Lee Gamma

Miscellaneous
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Museum Hosts RotorFest, an All Helicopter Air Show

A Fun Event for the Whole Family
On Saturday, October 3rd and Sunday, October 4th the American Helicopter Museum & Education Center will be hosting its All Helicopter Air Show -Rotorfest. 

Along with the array of military and civilian helicopters, this year’s event features the U. S. Army Special Operations Command Parachute Demonstration Team otherwise known as the Black Daggers.  These jumpers free fall at approximately 120-MPH, using their hands, arms, legs, and bodies to control descent as they perform various acrobatic maneuvers. Past events have featured military helicopters such as the Boeing CH-47D Chinook and the Coast Guard Eurocopter HH-65 Dauphin as well as a wide variety of civilian helicopters. You have seen many of these helicopters on the news serving in Iraq and helping to rescue and evacuate hurricane victims in the Gulf Coast. These helicopters will be on static display so that you can look inside them and meet the crews.  There will be three exciting air shows a day featuring dramatic and exciting flight demonstrations by military & civilian choppers.

Amusement rides for children, computer and ride simulators, helicopter rides, food, and family activities will highlight the excitement overhead and provide fun and entertainment for the whole family. Visitors can climb into the museum’s eight hands-on helicopters and try their hands at the controls. The youngest visitors can enjoy the museum’s Toddler Learning Area. Other exhibits, including the famous V-22 Osprey, the only one on exhibit in the world will also be on display.

Rotorfest hours are from 10:00 AM to 4:30 PM on both Saturday, Oct.3rd and Sunday, Oct 4th.  Admission is $10 for adults and $5 for children. 

The American Helicopter Museum is located at 1220 American Blvd. West Chester, Pennsylvania 19380.  

For more information, please call 610.436.9600 or check out the Museum web site at www.helicoptermuseum.org.
Dave Woodley

An Article of Interest to Yardley Village 

Residents, submitted by Barbara Reeves-Cohen

Proposed 128-Unit “Traditions” Senior Apartment Building
West Goshen (S-08-09)
 

By the time this Yardley Village Newsletter goes to press, many Yardley Village and Hershey’s Mill residents will have heard about the proposed 128-unit “Traditions” Senior Independent Living Apartment building on the Northeast Corner of Boot Road within feet of the entrance to 202 North next to the Fire Department in West Goshen and how it could adversely affect the lives of all of us in Hershey’s Mill and the surrounding area.

 

On Wednesday evening, September 2, there was a meeting at the East Goshen Township Building where East Goshen Township’s residents’ reactions and responses to the Traditions proposal in West Goshen were presented and strategies developed.  East Goshen’s Planning Commission and West Goshen’s Planning Commission have been in direct contact, and the East Goshen Planning Commission’s collective opinion is negative on the Traditions’ Conditional Use application and Proposal.  These views will be made at the West Goshen Township Planning Commission meeting on Tuesday, September 15, at 7:00 p.m., prior to the West Goshen vote at the West Goshen Board of Supervisors meeting on Wednesday, September 16, at 4:00 p.m.

 How could building of the Traditions facility affect you?  

·     Storm Water Management Issues:  Regardless of where and how individual Hershey’s Mill villages are situated, there will be significant storm water management issues resulting from clearance of much of the vegetated 6-7 acre area between 202 and the Fire Department that will be turned into impervious surfaces and that can flow into Hershey’s Mill villages with lower elevations across Greenhill Road without proper SWM & containment.

·     Traffic Issues:   Anyone using Greenhill Road—and especially Boot Road with all its current traffic problems—to drive in the direction of Exton or to use ramps to 202 North or 202 South to travel to Exton, King of Prussia, or West Chester, etc. will be subject to additional traffic issues.  

·     Fire Department and Emergency Services Issues:   Our local Fire Department and Ambulance Responders will be compromised.  Statistically, this proposal will not only add to the numbers of immediate responses for Goshen Fire Company, but it also enhances numerous possibilities of traffic problems directly related to responders’ response times and the necessity for them to wheel-in and roll-out – unimpeded!

·     Already Existing Residences:  East Goshen Township residents in this area researched and purchased their homes based West Goshen’s R-3 single-family-home zoning in this adjoining West Goshen parcel, with a density of 2 homes per acre or 10-11 homes with streets, NOT a 3-story, 39 to 45 foot-high apartment building that can create sunlight deprivation issues for some homes on Culbertson Circle.  What the proposal would mean is that population density will at least Triple.

·     Vehicular Density:  With regard to vehicular density, ingress/egress for the driving seniors, employees and staff, and visitors has been Quintupled vs. a possible 3 drivers per single-family home.  In addition, delivery trucks and service vehicles will be entering and exiting frequently.  All this added traffic occurs on Boot Road between Greenhill and Route 202 ramps.

It is imperative that as many Yardley Village and Hershey’s Mill residents as possible support East Goshen Township by attending the West Goshen Township Planning Commission meeting on Tuesday, September 15, at 7:00 p.m. and West Goshen Township Board of Supervisors Meeting on Wednesday, September 16, at 4:00 p.m.  Approval of the conditional use applications for Traditions Development Corp. needs to be stopped!

Letters to the Editor

Please submit any questions, comments, or items of interest to Lee Gamma at 1692 Yardley or by email to lgamma1937@aol.com.

Yardley Village Web Site

Submit your data and suggestions in an email to webmaster@yardleyvillage.com.

Yardley Village Council and Committee Members

Yardley Village Council


CSK Management, Inc.

Joe Ciasullo, President



P. O. Box 775


Joane McNamara, Vice President 

Devon, PA  19333

Richard Katucki, Secretary


Janet Burgess, Manager

James Swalm, Treasurer


610-687-5686

Art DiGiuseppe, Member at Large

Fax: 610-687-5083


www.yardleyvillage.com


Cskmgmt@aol.com
K. Hovnanian Companies

5 Commerce Way, Suite 200

Hamilton, NJ 08691

Phone: 1-609-570-4700, Fax 1-609-570-4729

Customer Service/Warranty

1-800-396-0633

Fax: 1-609-570-4729

Paula Miller's email: PMiller2@KHOV.Com or

dvdcustomercallcenter@khov.com
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Anthony Bruno, Chairman
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David Marra

Pat Moyer
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Hank Rubin

Katie Worhacz

Decoration Committee

Dave Marra, Co-Chairman

Katie Worhacz, Co-Chairman

Nancy Hansen
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Mary Ellen Marra
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Edward Sweeney

Yvonne Ward
Finance Committee

Jim Swalm, Chairman

John Babiec

Joe Ciasullo

Landscape Committee

Mary Ellen Marra, Chairman

Janet Day
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Maintenance Committee

Ed Sweeney, Chairman

Gordon Davis, Co-Chairman
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Rex Cassel

Tom Day

Jim DiCarlo
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Al Zuccarello

Newsletter Committee
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Social Committee
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Marian Sweeney
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